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Progress Report: 
 

The interest in immigration in Colorado has been heightened by preliminary findings from the 2000 
Census.  I presented research on the National Agricultural Worker Survey (NAWS) for Colorado, Utah and 
Washington at the Western Regional Science Association meetings in February, adapted this material for a 
book on farm labor trends that will appear next year from CAB Press.  This work was updated with current 
immigration and agricultural data and submitted to be part of the background materials for the 2002 Ag 
Outlook Forum, which will focus on U.S.-Mexico relations. 

Although the Washington state publication may seem unrelated to Colorado’s rural workforce, it is 
important to understand that Washington’s farm labor demands fuel much of the migration that moves 
through Colorado during its peak farm labor demand seasons.  Thus, understanding the dynamics of that 
state is imperative to forecasting any potential effects on Colorado’s farmworker supply. 

Finally, my work on farmer-chef alliances allowed me to develop presentations and materials for 
producers who want to explore direct marketing to restaurants as a method to develop more local-based 
food marketing systems.  I will continue work in this area with groups that hope to begin or expand chef 
marketing efforts during 2002. 
 
 
Impact:  
 My research on rural and farm labor markets continues to be an important source of information 
for those who need to understand the regional differences with respect to immigration policy, economic 
development strategies and the impact of worker supply on public service demands in rural communities.  
Work related to direct niche markets will better inform producers considering this approach to economic 
development in their local market area. 
 


