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Research continued on the impacts of economic change and policy on rural individuals,
households and communities across America. Several issuesimportant to rural areas are the
focus of thisresearch. First, work has concentrated on immigrant populations, and particularly
on the Hispanic population living and working in the U.S. that has grown significantly inthe
past decade. Three subthemes have emerged: (1) changesin the labor status of Hispanic workers
inthe U.S., and particularly on changesin their labor status, (2) changesin the hired farm
workforce, aworkforce that is increasingly comprised of young solo males that work on U.S.
farms only part of the year and then return to Mexico, and (3) the effects of out-migration on
agricultural householdsin countries such as Mexico that lose part of their workforce to out-
migration. Using survey data on agricultural households in selected villages in Mexico,
households in Mexico that |ose workers to the U.S. are shown to be negatively affected in terms
of changesin agricultural production efficiency. Farmsinthe U.S,, in turn, are shown to be
highly dependent on an immigrant workforce from Mexico. Using data from the National
Agricultural Workers Survey (NAWS), increases in dependence on farm workers from Mexico is
documented both for those regions typically hiring Hispanic workers and those (such as the
Northeast region) where employment of Hispanic workers was not as prevaent but is becoming
rapidly more so. As Hispanic workers become a greater proportion of the total workforce in the
U.S., many are found to be underemployed but less so than African Americans that continue to
suffer high rates of underemployment.

Second, adjustments that agricultural households make to changes in economic conditions and
changing policy are also the focus of research, both for the U.S. and worldwide. Studies
completed during the last year examined factors influencing farmers’ decisions to cease farming
and farmer decisions in an urbanizing environment. Related work that is a continuation of work
done in 2000 shows that farm households are adjusting to changing external labor markets and
other factors by increasingly working off-farm.

Finally, research has been undertaken that explore the role that U.S. State governments can take
to stimulate entrepreneurship.

| mpacts:

The studies related to agriculture have direct bearings on the current farm bill discussionin
Congress, aswell as on Congressional discussions of guest worker programs. The study of
reasons motivating farmers to leave agriculture suggests that the billions of taxpayer dollars spent
on farm programs may have an effect opposite to that intended.
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